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PALPABLE SWELLING IN THE NECK: MASS OR
LYMPHADENOPATHY OR ANOMALY?
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A 23-year-old woman with seropositive rheumatoid arthritis
presented with the complaint of palpable swelling in the left
neck region, which she had noticed for the last 1 year. Physical
examination revealed a firm, painless mass in the left cervical
region. A chest X-ray (A) shows the unilateral asymmetric cervical
rib (Figure 1).

Cervical ribs are rare anatomical anomalies and the
supernumerary ribs arising mostly from the seventh cervical
vertebrae are believed to result from mutation of HOX genes
(1). They are usually bilateral but often asymmetric and are
more common in females. In 90% of cases, they tend to be
asymptomatic but can cause thoracic outlet syndrome by
compression of the brachial plexus or subclavian artery/
vein.

Figure 1. Cervical rib

Address for Correspondence: Melis Mutlu, Sanko University Faculty of Medicine, Department of Internal Medicine, Gaziantep, Turkey
Phone: +90 544 873 79 78 E-mail: drmelismutlu@gmail.com ORCID ID: orcid.org/0000-0001-5981-3434
Received: 09.05.2023 Accepted: 10.05.2023 Epub: 15.05.2023 Publication Date: 20.06.2023

©Copyright 2023 by Galenos Publishing House The Rheumatology Quarterly published by Galenos Publishing House.
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0)

72


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5981-3434

Rheumatology Quarterly 2023;1(2):72-3

Ethics

Informed Consent: Informed consent was obtained from our
patient included in this study.

Peer-review: Externally peer-reviewed.

Financial Disclosure: The author declared that this study
received no financial support.

Melis Mutlu. Palpable Swelling in the Neck

REFERENCE

Henry BM, Vikse ], Sanna B, et al. Cervical Rib Prevalence and its Association
with Thoracic Outlet Syndrome: A Meta-Analysis of 141 Studies with Surgical
Considerations. World Neurosurg 2018;110:€965-78.

73



